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Abortion
Introduction
During 2016, in England and Wales 190,406 women had an abortion.
Since it was legalized in 1967 it has become such standard practice that
now one in five pregnancies end in abortion. You may even have
known older girls at school who have had one.
81% of British woman who requested an abortion in 2016 were single
(and thus in an unscriptural extramarital relationship), the procedure
being requested for social reasons.
However, some married women had abortions because either they felt
they could not cope with the child, or for alleged financial reasons.
Sadly 2% (3,208) were requested because of an abnormal baby, and
even far fewer because the mother's life was at risk.
Although abortion is both common and legal—we should not become
hardened to the fact that abortion is contrary to God's law. The Bible
teaches that life must be respected from conception, and that killing a
baby in its mother is a terrible sin. The command, "Thou shalt not kill,"
applies even to the unborn child. Abortion is equally wrong whether
the baby has been conceived outside marriage (which is contrary to
God's Word) or within the marriage bond.

The Bible teaches that abortion is wrong
Although there is nowhere in the Bible that directly forbids abortion,
there are clear principles that apply.
The Bible places such importance on the event of conception that it
refers to it in over fifty places, and in numerous places refers to the
baby in its mother's womb. In these passages it indicates clearly that—
from conception—the baby is far more than a blob of tissue to be
discarded at will. Rather, it indicates that from the moment the egg
and sperm fuse (conception) that God is watching over it. God has
imparted humanity to it—it is formed in the image of God and as such
should be treated with all the dignity of a fully mature human being.
Scripture references:
The following texts and commentary are provided for consideration:
Jeremiah 1v5

"Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou
camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained
thee a prophet unto the nations."
Jeremiah's God must have been watching over him in the womb for him
to be sanctified there.
Luke 1v41

"And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation
of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb."
John the Baptist must have had a soul to respond with spiritual joy to
the good news of the incarnation.
Genesis 25v22 and 23

"And the children struggled together within her... And the Lord
said unto her, two nations are in thy womb."

The characters of Jacob and Esau, which led them to fight in later life,
were present when in the womb.
Psalm 51v5

"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother
conceive me.
How could David be guilty of original sin from conception, if he did not
have a soul from conception?
Read this striking account of God's care for the unborn David:
Psalm 139v13-16

"For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my
mother's womb.
I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:
marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret,
and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy
book all my members were written, which in continuance were
fashioned, when as yet there was none of them."
These texts show that the lives of Jeremiah, John the Baptist, Jacob and
Esau, and David were all recognised by God as being a continuum from
conception to adulthood. When in the womb they were not potential
human beings, but rather, human beings with potential.
Therefore, unborn lives should be treated with the respect and dignity
afforded other human beings. Murder is wrong before birth, as well as
after birth. (Exodus 20.13).

Other arguments to support this position
A correct view of the status of the unborn baby must be firmly based
on the Scriptures. However, there are common-sense arguments that
have led even atheists to condemn abortion.
a) Genetically unique from conception:
From the moment the egg and sperm fuse, a unique genetic blueprint
is formed. This means it contains all the information for a unique
individual: its sex, hair colour, facial features and height. It is not true
to say that the baby is part of its mother and therefore part of a
women's rights issue. It is not part of its mother, but rather a unique
individual living in its mother.
b) Continual development from conception to adulthood:
Pro-abortionists often base the status of the unborn on it reaching a
particular development stage. This is logically flawed. As the graph
shows (Figure 1), humans start developing at conception and continue
until their late teens. Humans do not stop developing at birth, they just
develop outside the mother's womb instead of inside.
If immaturity of development is taken as a basis for lack of protective
rights, then what is wrong with killing infants? After all, new-born
babies are still very immature.
Currently U.K. law forbids almost all abortions after 24 weeks of
pregnancy. Formerly it was 28 weeks, but this was reduced in 1991
because —with rapid advancement of special care baby units—the age
at which babies born prematurely can survive (viability) is getting ever
younger. How was it possible that in 1990 a 25 week baby be
considered too immature to have human rights, but in the following
year be protected?

Figure 1 - Graph showing the continual nature of
biological development
It is illogical to attribute a baby's status/rights on the basis of stage of
development or viability. The only logical age to accord legal
protection is when things begin—at conception.

Difficult questions
a) What about rape?
This question is often raised by pro-abortionists. Whilst love and
sympathy must be given to the abused woman, it must be remembered
the baby is a human being with a right to having its life protected. The
child must not die because of the crime of the father.
The scale of the problem is grossly over-exaggerated. Thankfully the
incidence of pregnancy is extremely rare after rape—only one in one
thousand rapes. In such a very rare eventuality the woman needs
considerable support. It seems entirely legitimate for her to consider
adoption, but not abortion.
b) What about an antenatal diagnosis of a congenital defect?
This is a very sad—but a very rare—occurrence. In such situations the
parents need all the understanding and support we can give.
A Christian doctor recently wrote about her personal experience in the
British Medical Journal. An antenatal (pre-birth) scan had shown her
baby to have severe heart and kidney defects. Her doctors told her this
was incompatible with the baby's life outside her womb. She was
offered a ‘therapeutic’ abortion. She describes how she refused the
abortion and how God gave her strength to go through the rest of the
pregnancy and labour. The baby died a few hours old—taken by God,
not by man.
However, in most instances, the defect detected is not incompatible
with life—for instance, Downs Syndrome. Biblical teaching is that the
weak of society must be nurtured and protected—not killed. Abortion
in such instances is clearly wrong; but the right scriptural response is to
be ready and willing to offer help and support to such families.

c) What if the mother's life is at risk?
This is one of the pro-abortionist's commonest questions. The best
answer is to point out that abortions performed to save a mother's life
are vanishingly rare—in 2016, this was 6 of the 190,406 abortions that
year.
This is diverting attention from the real issue—the other 190,400
abortions! It would be irrational and illogical to make a rule for the vast
majority of cases on the basis of the minority of 6 exceptionally extreme
circumstances.

Conclusion
Abortion is wrong. It has been explained how God has given life to the
unborn from conception, and to interfere at any subsequent stage is
contrary to His precepts.

Appendix
Statistical sources:
Dept. of Health Abortion Statics in England and Wales: 2016 (June 2017)
Office of National Statistics Conception in England and Wales:2015 (March
2017)

On-line resources:
This list of websites may be helpful to young people looking for information on
the issues surrounding abortion. It is not an exhaustive list, and readers’
discernment is recommended.

Christian Medical Fellowship
The Christian Medical Fellowship(CMF) exists to support Christian doctors
and nurses in their work. The following link is to resources on the CMF
website relating to early life.

http://www.cmf.org.uk/advocacy/early-life/
The Human Journey
The Human Journey is a resource produced by the CMF and is designed to
help individuals think biblically about current issues relating to health and
well-being. The resources under the heading “Start of Life - When Does
Life Begin” are particularly helpful.

http://humanjourney.org.uk/
Dr John Ling’s website
Dr John Ling is a retired lecturer in biochemistry and bioethics at the
Institute of biological sciences, the University of Wales. Dr Ling is a
freelance writer, speaker and consultant on bioethical issues. Details of the
books that he has published and articles written can be found on his
website.

http://www.johnling.co.uk/

LIFE Charity
Life Charity exists to create a just society which has the utmost respect for
all human life from fertilization, and that opposition to abortion has to go
hand-in-hand with the provision of alternatives. The ‘Resources and
research’ webpage contains useful information.

https://lifecharity.org.uk/resources/
Society for the Protection of Unborn Children
The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) exists to affirm,
defend and promote the existence and value of human life from the
moment of conception until natural death. The SPUC website provides
useful information about “Abortion” and the development of the unborn
child in the womb.

https://www.spuc.org.uk/
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