
 

  
 

HOLDING  FAST TO
HOLY MATRIMONY

 

Transcript of a talk by
Graham E Hadley

Christian Values in Education

HOLDING  FAST TO
HOLY MATRIMONY

Transcript of a talk by
Graham E Hadley

Christian Values in Education

Obtainable from:
CHRISTIAN VALUES IN EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 273
Oakington, Cambridge, CB24 3FW

England

Obtainable from:
CHRISTIAN VALUES IN EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 273
Oakington, Cambridge, CB24 3FW

England



1

CONTENTS OF HOLDING FAST TO HOLY MATRIMONY

Why this topic?
  Change in the nature of ‘the family’     2 
  Danger to the young people     6
  
Today’s situation
  The Statistics       8
  The Eff ects      10
  The Government (We don’t do God)   14
  
The Word of God      16

Is all marriage ‘Holy Matrimony’?  
  Civil ceremonies     20
  Marrying when divorced    20
  Marrying more than one wife    20
  Same sex ‘marriage’     22

What is Holy Matrimony?
  The vow       24
  Love and reverence     26
  Dependence upon God through prayer  26
  Raising children in the fear of the Lord  28
  The Excellency of Marriage  Psalm 128  29

Holding Fast!
  Freedom of expresssion    30
  Professional contraints    32
  Church legislation     34  
  Fear not — Stand Fast!    34



2



3

The topic of this address is ‘Holding Fast to Holy Matrimony’. 
This is an important topic for today.

I have subtitled this talk ‘The Excellency of Marriage’.

Marriage is clearly depicted in the Scriptures, and those of 
us who seek to live in accordance with the counsel of God, as 
revealed in Holy Scripture, need to take heed to what it says.

The young people, you here now, are growing up into a world 
where marriage is being side lined. It is being gradually 
desensitised as if it is not important anymore to the manner in 
which we live in the world. It is important! 

So why this topic? Mainly because of the change in the nature 
of ‘the family’ that we are seeing. The change today in the social 
att itude regarding ‘the family’ is very concerning. Traditionally 
a family has been husband, wife and children, as we all know. 
Most of us here today, I trust, comprise of Mum, Dad, brothers 
and sisters and not forgett ing, of course, the wider family 
of grandparents, aunts and uncles. The foundation of this 
traditional family has been the marriage bond. The marriage 
bond is given of God for a stable relationship and that is so 
important as we grow up in life. 

Many of us can look back and value the stability we enjoyed of 
family life with our parents, our brothers and sisters, but what 
is happening today?
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Well; there are various interpretations of what constitutes a 
family. It seems that any combination of adults and children 
who are living, as you might say, in the same household 
together, is termed ‘a family’, and so the defi nition of family 
is changing. This change is being recognised by the law and 
so we are fi nding that ‘traditional marriage’ is no longer being 
regarded as legally essential. 

There is a great reluctance in many people today to commit to 
marriage. Perhaps there is the desire to live together as a man 
and a women, but this without any long term commitment. 

So we fi nd that the Word of God is being increasingly moved 
away from, not only just through living together as a man and 
woman but also as unmarried parents. Parents live together 
unmarried with their children. There are also many single, lone 
parents. 

Statistics show that this is increasing. And over recent years, 
supported now by our government, we are being subjected to 
the promotion of same sex couple cohabitation, which is an 
abomination in the sight of God. 

These are the general changes which we are experiencing from 
the traditional form of ‘the family’ that many of us have grown 
up in. 

There is one thing I have to be very sorry over. It is my generation 
that has perhaps caused this to come to pass. People of my age 
have not faithfully kept to the teaching of our children as we 
ought. I am talking generally of course, regarding the values 
and the excellency of marriage.
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So today there is great danger to the young people. We are 
surrounded by these practices, and when we are surrounded 
by a continuing form there is temptation and a tendency for us 
to look to compromise, to accept it as the norm. 

This can particularly occur in the minds of you younger people. 
You are surrounded by colleagues at school and in education 
whose family situation is diff erent to yours and it seems to 
becoming the predominant one. You are tempted to believe that 
if they can be like it, then it can’t really be too bad and maybe we 
should accept it and even consider it for our own self. You say 
perhaps, “our parents, who are advising us diff erently, are old 
fashioned; they are not advising us wisely”.

Now this is our nature isn’t it?  We don’t want to be seen to be 
diff erent by our friends and colleagues. It is in the nature of us 
all not to think diff erently or be diff erent to others around us. 

Therefore there is this need to emphasise the Excellency of 
Marriage.

But before we come directly to it, what exactly is today’s 
situation?

I know that we can make statistics mean anything, but the 
following, I hope, are true facts.
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‘Marriages’ actually increased in 2011 but 70% of them were 
civil ceremonies, that is, were not religiously based. Marriage 
is honourable in all, but only 30% were based on religious rite. 
That is quite a small proportion isn’t it? 

Unmarried couples have increased signifi cantly over the last 
fi ft een to twenty years. In 1996 the National Statistics said 
that 1 in 10 couples living together were unmarried but now 
that has gone up to 1 in 6. That is from the very eldest right to 
the youngest. The proportion is greater as you take lower age 
groups. 

Therefore unmarried couples with children are increasing. 
Adults seem to be happy to live together as a family without 
a formal marriage bond and therefore we are fi nding there is a 
signifi cant increase in unmarried mothers. 

Married couples with children are decreasing. Although there 
is still a signifi cant number of married people compared to 
unmarried people, as we come down the age bracket you will 
fi nd the swing is almost the other way. In fact last year, in 2012, 
nearly half (47.5%) of all children born were to unmarried 
mothers. Now that is a signifi cant proportion isn’t it? If the 
trend goes on that way then in another two years there will be 
more children born to mothers outside of wedlock than there 
are children born to mothers in wedlock. In the 1970s there 
was only 11% born out of wedlock. This has increased today to 
nearly equal numbers of children born to mothers in and out of 
wedlock. 
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In the last few years there has been an increase in same sex 
couples. From data given in the 2011 census, it is said there are 
152,000 same sex couples now cohabiting, and 13,000 of those 
are bringing up children.  

Now all this is a great deviation from the traditional family 
structure.  What it is leading too, of course, is instability in 
family life. 

I have not mentioned anything about the increased divorce rate. 
This has led to many more people living together outside of 
wedlock and many children having two homes, one where their 
mother is living and one where their father is living. You ask the 
children where their home is and you fi nd they have in eff ect 
two homes. It leads to instability and it has adverse eff ects on 
the children. Behaviour is not good, and sadly you oft en fi nd 
that those who have very bad behaviour at school have the 
disadvantage of no stable home,  a broken family, or no mother 
or no father directly living with them. 

This has an eff ect on their education. I know when my wife was 
a teacher (she is now retired) that in teaching older children at 
a secondary school, it was remarkable in the diff erence of the 
standard of work between those who had a stable home and 
those who were from a broken home or from only one parent. 
In one case a girl was doing extremely well, heading for some 
good marks in her examination, but her parents split up and 
started to live with others in an unmarried state. That child’s 
work deteriorated rapidly and she struggled to get a pass at all, 
in her education. 
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A breaking away from a stable traditional family leads to 
unhappiness and discontent. I am not saying that just because I 
want to imply a particular way of thought to you. This is what 
we are seeing around us at this time, in our nation and in the 
western world. 

Some of you older ones (like me) remember The Right 
Honourable Jack Straw who was a Member of Parliament 
in the 1990s. He was the Home Secretary in the last Labour 
Government. Now this is what he said:

“Children in my judgement, and I think it is the judgement of 
almost everyone including single parents, are best brought up 
where you have two natural parents in a stable relationship. 
There is no question about that. What we know from the 
evidence is that, generally speaking, that stability is more likely 
to occur where the parents are married than where they are 
not.” 

I will let that sink in just for a few moments. That was what 
the Home Secretary said in 1998. But the Government policies 
then and now and the resulting legislation do not refl ect that 
statement. Oft en we fi nd our politicians will say one thing but, 
when it comes to policies and legislation, those statements are 
not refl ected. 

Why not?
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Today we live under the infl uence of the Human Rights Act, 
which Jack Straw’s Government brought into being in our land 
and which encourages relationships and families contrary to 
the way of Scripture. 

The tax system is anti-marriage with fi nancial advantages to 
live together unmarried. I know that for a fact when, during a 
period in the early 2000s my youngest daughter applied to go to 
University to do a medical course. When her loan, to help pay 
for university expenses, came through it wasn’t as high as her 
school colleagues. I queried it and was told that those who were 
on NHS courses could also apply for a medical bursary and 
that would top up the loan. Hence her basic loan was smaller. 
The bursary was a means tested grant. When we applied for 
the bursary for my daughter she didn’t get one. If my wife and 
myself had been separated or if we had been unmarried, my 
daughter would have been more likely to have got one. If my 
daughter had had a child herself out of wedlock and had to 
bring up her children, she would have got one. So there were 
fi nancial disadvantages through the law of the land in being, as 
you might say, a traditional family. 

This is what has happened over the last decades and more 
benefi ts are available today for unmarried mothers than there 
are for those who are married and living with their husband 
and their children. 

I do remember that statement by the main advisor to the Prime 
Minister Tony Blair in the last Government; a terrible and 
blasphemous statement: “We do not do God here”. In other 
words “the Word of God does not apply to our Government.” 
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So we fi nd Governments, their policies, the resulting legislation 
and general ways of life are changing and moving more and 
more away from the Word of God. We fear for you younger 
people. How much further are they going to deviate from the 
Word of God? 

But the Word of God does not change! Let us remember that. 

What God has commanded to be writt en in the counsels of 
old will ever apply and therefore, although we are aff ected by 
Government policies and trends around us, we are to obey and 
ever endeavour to keep to the Word of God, and so to continue 
holding fast to Holy Matrimony!

Now let us progress into that which is more positive than that 
which has been so negative. The Word of God, of course, is a 
lamp unto our feet, and is to be a light to our pathway. 

This is the Word of God in the beginning: God created man and 
said “It is not good that the man should be alone, I will make 
him an help meet for him”; “Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and mother and shall cleave” (i.e. hold fast) “to his wife 
and they shall be one fl esh”, and “What therefore God hath 
joined together let not man put asunder”.  

Those three statements from scripture lay clear what the counsel 
of God is. He made man, He made woman, He brought them 
together, to live together and that was for to replenish the earth 
with children. We don’t fi nd anywhere in the Word of God 
where the bringing forth of children is approved outside of 
this bond of a husband and wife, where a man leaves his father 
and mother and cleaves to his wife in the formal relationship 
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of marriage. “What God hath joined together let not man put 
asunder”.

What else does the Bible say? 

It says, “fl ee fornication”. 

What is fornication? Fornication is having a sexual relationship 
outside of marriage. That is the defi nition of fornication from 
the Oxford Dictionary. The Word of God says fl ee! Don’t be 
involved in it. “He that committ eth fornication sinneth against 
his own body”. If he sins against his own body which God has 
created, he is sinning against God; he is sinning in God’s sight. 
So that which is of a sexual relationship outside of marriage is 
sin against God. 

Then also we have this: “Whosoever shall put away his wife 
and shall marry another committ eth adultery”. So if there is a 
marriage bond, or there has already been a previous marriage 
bond, the second marriage bond according to the Word of God 
is adultery. And we know, don’t we, that adultery in the Word 
of God is a terrible sin under the law, worthy of death, being 
contrary to the righteous law of God. 

We fi nd in combining those two together the warnings God 
gave against living together outside of God instituted marriage. 
“Marriage is honourable, the bed undefi led, but whoremongers 
and adulterers God will judge.” How solemn is the judgement 
of God to those who deliberately choose to live contrary to His 
Word. 

Is all marriage ‘Holy Matrimony’? 

Now marriage is honourable, it is good to be married, but is it 
all Holy Matrimony? The answer to that is “NO”. 
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Civil ceremonies, such as registry offi  ce weddings, are in 
accordance with the law of the land and it is good that a man and 
a woman do become married, but there is no acknowledgement 
in a civil ceremony of God’s ordained rite of marriage. In a civil 
ceremony there is no gett ing married in the fear of the Lord. 
Atheists can and do get married in such a way as that and we 
cannot claim that to be Holy Matrimony. 

Marrying when divorced: we have just touched upon that 
regarding adultery. Now we read in the Bible where the Jews 
tempted Jesus about writing a Bill of Divorcement. Moses 
permitt ed it under the law and the Lord Jesus said it was 
because of the hardness of their heart that Moses permitt ed it. 
We are all aff ected by the hardness of our heart, aren’t we? Even 
in marriage there are those times when the hardness of our 
own hearts tries to predominate and we seek our own will and 
maybe think we would rather be separate from the one who we 
are married to. But Jesus said “from the beginning it was not 
so”. God made them male and female and before a man even 
sinned it was one wife. When we read in the New Testament 
the words of Jesus referring to marriage or a family, it is always 
of one wife. There is no taking of another wife through divorce 
and remarriage. It is adultery.

Then so is marrying more than one wife, having more than one 
at a time. The Jews did that didn’t they? In the Old Testament 
we fi nd this practice began with Esau and Jacob. When Esau 
married a Hitt ite he knew it was not favoured by his father and 
mother so he went and married another wife which was one of 
the daughters of Ishmael, of the same family unit of Abraham. 
Jacob, being deceived when he went to Padan-aram, wanted to 
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marry Rachel but, as we know, her eldest sister was given to him 
fi rst and then he was permitt ed by the father to marry Rachel. 
That practice seems to carry on. Even David had more than one 
wife and we read how Solomon had many wives. But Jesus only 
ever spoke of one wife. From the beginning there was only one 
wife for one husband and they were to bring forth children. We 
read in the New Testament regarding those who have oversight 
of the Church. The Bishops and Deacons are to be the husbands 
of one wife and to bring up their children well.

Now we come to same sex marriage. Well I don’t have to say 
much about that do I? It is an abomination in the sight of God. 
Today we also suff er anti-scriptural teaching concerning creation 
through evolution. I wonder if you know that evolution and 
same sex relationships are joined together in the Scriptures? In 
the fi rst chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, Paul writes this: 
“For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world 
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without 
excuse... professing themselves to be wise, they became fools... 
who have changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed 
for ever. Amen.” [Romans 1:20,22,25]. 

Now there I believe is a defi nition of those who deny creation. 
They glory in their discoveries of the things that are around 
them and yet say “there is no God”. So they believe in modern 
evolutionary theories. “Wherefore God also gave them up to 
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour 
their own bodies between themselves... for this cause God gave 
them up to vile aff ections: for even their women did change the 
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natural use into that which is against nature: and likewise also 
the men,  leaving the natural use of the women, burned in their 
lust one toward another; men with men working that which is 
unseemly,” [Romans 1: 24,26,27]. 

I believe that in those verses there is related a link between 
evolution and homosexuality, and we are living in such days 
aren’t we? The Word of God is ever up to date. This is the 
judgement of God in our age because of the ungodly living, the 
disbelief in God as the Creator of the ends of the earth. Let us 
keep from such an abomination.

So what is Holy Matrimony, if those other marriages are not? 
Well, I put it like this: “The religious observance of marriage 
fully in keeping with the Word of God.” There may be bett er 
defi nitions of it but when we say “fully in keeping of the Word 
of God” that is exactly what we do mean. 

Firstly it is the vowed union between one man and one woman 
before God. Now notice that word at the end, “before God”. 
Many say their vows, as in civil ceremonies of marriage, but 
they are not said before God in the true sense. When we get 
married in the house of God then it is clearly stated at the very 
beginning “We are gathered together here in the sight of God”, 
and marriage is called a ‘holy estate’. Now some people say 
that marriage is not a ‘holy estate’ and therefore the term ‘holy 
matrimony’ isn’t really a correct title for marriage. Yes they say, it 
is commanded by God, it is ordained by God, but it isn’t a really 
true ‘holy estate’; like the relationships between children and 
parents, and between brothers and sisters, are not seen as holy, 
even though t hey come from the marriage bond. But whatever 
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the argument, I believe the term ‘Holy Matrimony’ is important 
today to distinguish it from all other forms of marriage and 
relationships.  It is to be vowed together as husband and wife 
before God, in the fear of God. 

We did read earlier from Ephesians chapter 5 verses 22 to 33. In 
there we have the example of the heavenly patt ern for marriage. 
The patt ern of how Christ himself loved the Church and gave 
himself for it. That bond of love which shall not be broken. The 
wife is to reverence her husband as the Church reverences Christ 
for that love through which He has done all things for it. Christ 
and His Church ever abide together, and the husband and wife 
should ever abide together until death parts them. Marriage is 
the heavenly patt ern upon earth whereby a man and woman 
are bound together in love and reverence. 

And then there is the dependence upon God through prayer. 
There is a portion in the fi rst epistle of Peter chapter 3 which is 
very similar to Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians chapter 5 and it 
speaks exactly how man and woman should live together. But 
it goes on to say this: “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 
(that is, their wives) according to knowledge, giving honour 
unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs 
together of the grace of life;” [1 Peter 3:7]. Now that is to live 
together in the fear of the Lord isn’t it, seeking to abide under 
His Word as a lamp unto our feet and light unto our pathway, 
and His Spirit to rule our hearts.  What is the reason? “That 
your prayers be not hindered”. Holy Matrimony is a prayerful 
existence. You probably have heard the statement ‘they that 
pray together stay together’. Holy Matrimony is very much like 
that in the fear of the Lord; husband and wife seeking to be 
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ruled by His spirit, committ ing their marriage unto the Lord, 
and abiding together in love as Christ has loved them. 

Then there is endeavouring to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. In other words, bringing 
up children in love, desiring that they may not only know and 
possess good things providentially in this world, but seeking 
to direct them to the Word of Truth, praying that the Lord have 
mercy upon their children, that they also may be children of 
God. That is endeavouring, I believe, to live together in the terms 
of ‘Holy Matrimony’ and that is what we should endeavour to 
do.

The Excellency of ‘Holy Matrimony’. It is God honouring! In 
that which is God honouring, the promises of the Lord will 
prevail. We read in Psalm 128 “Blessed is every one that feareth 
the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat the 
labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well 
with thee”. For those who walk in the ways of the Lord, there is 
happiness, there is wellbeing, there is provision. “Thy wife shall 
be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like 
olive plants round about thy table. Behold, that thus shall the 
man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The Lord shall bless thee 
out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the 
days of thy life” (that is, in the Church of God). “Yea, thou shalt 
see thy children’s children, and peace upon Israel.”  

What a wonderful situation it would be, and what blessing, 
if all that dwelt in this land lived under the direction of ‘Holy 
Matrimony’, in the fear of the Lord. The Scripture says “Blessed 
is the nation whose God is the Lord” [Psalm 33:12].

So we can put at the bott om of that Psalm, the promise of God 
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“them that honour Me, I will honour”. The Lord honours those 
who live together in accordance with His commandments, 
but there is a warning: “they that despise Me, shall be lightly 
esteemed”. If we turn aside from the Lord’s direction and His 
Word, then we can expect the hand of God to be against us. 

But ‘holding fast to Holy Matrimony’ is not going to be easy in 
today’s world. You young people probably fear to express what 
you believe to be right. If you have done so you may have been 
accused of being old fashioned, sticks in the mud; you could 
have been bullied or even threatened and dealt with terribly 
because of these things. It is not easy. 

Today our freedom of expression is being threatened. In fact 
there are many cases where those who practice the Christian faith 
have been accused, have been taken to court and even the judges 
have ruled against them. We have people in employment losing 
their jobs because of this, and there has been that particular case 
in Cornwall where the owners of a bed and breakfast business 
refused to entertain two homosexuals in their house. They have 
been fi ned.  And so on and so forth.  It is gett ing diffi  cult, more 
diffi  cult, to express and practice that which we believe without 
risk of some form of persecution.  

There are also professional constraints. Some of you are teachers 
or may grow up to be teachers and it is very concerning today the 
infl uence government legislation is having on the curriculum as 
to what and how things are going to be taught. 
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In particular, it is part of the curriculum that senior schools will 
teach on marriage and the bringing up of children and on families. 
Teachers have to be so careful that they do not contravene that 
which is stated under the law. 

Some of you perhaps have already seen a booklet which has 
been produced by the Christian Institute as a guide for schools 
and teachers in England and Wales on the same sex marriage 
issue. It should prove very helpful, yet reading through it I did 
not fi nd it altogether clear in one or two cases, because one has 
to be very careful. Michael Gove, the current Secretary of State 
for Education, is stated as saying “it is perfectly clear that there 
will be no requirement upon any teacher to promote a view 
or doctrine on which they feel any discomfort. There is a key 
diff erence between denying a fact and a law of the land and 
requiring someone to promote it.  It is on that distinction that the 
liberty of conscience of teachers and indeed anyone else in public 
service rests”. Now what does that mean? You can interpret it 
in several ways. Politicians are very good at making a statement 
which you can believe is acceptable but then they, and judges, 
can interpret it another way.  The Christian Institute has said this 
regarding that statement: “there is all the diff erence in the world 
between telling people factual information and telling them what 
they must believe”. So teaching has just to teach facts of what is 
permitt ed in the land rather than teaching what should be done. 
In other words the teaching of today is to let the children choose 
for themselves within the law of the land.

The courts have distinguished between promoting views in the 
workplace and expressing views or opinions, and there is a very 
narrow dividing line between that which is acceptable and that 
which is not. 
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We have enjoyed in this country freedom of expression of speech 
and freedom of opinion but it is being taken away. There is not 
time to mention the medical profession where great diffi  culties 
are arising there under these circumstances. And then there 
is Church legislation. I put it like that because under the latest 
Act it is forbidden for the Church of England to marry same sex 
couples but it is not forbidden for them to bless same sex couples 
aft erwards. There is a great debate going on in Church legislation 
as to what is to be permitt ed and what is not. But although the 
Church of England is not permitt ed to marry same sex couples 
there is no such law concerning non-conformist denominations 
whether they be Methodists or Baptist, Strict Baptists or whatever 
it may be, or even Roman Catholic. There are people wanting to 
live together man with man and woman with woman who would 
be determined to cause diffi  culty by seeking to get married in a 
church and bring a case of discrimination if they are forbidden. 
So we fear that circumstances will arise where churches and 
ministers will be prosecuted for not permitt ing same sex couples 
to marry in their church. 

But in spite of all our fears, we have the Word of God that shall 
never fail. “Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for 
I am thy God; I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I 
will uphold thee with the right hand of My righteousness”. God 
knows those who are His. He is a very present help to them in the 
time of trouble. 

To those who seek to obey the Word of God, God is far greater in 
power than those enemies who rise up against them. Therefore 
“stand fast and hold the traditions which ye have been taught”. 
Now I want you young people to specifi cally take heed to that word 
which Paul wrote to the Thessalonians. They were surrounded by 
ungodliness and they suff ered much at the hands of those who 
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did not value the Christian faith. The word is this: “Stand fast”, 
“hold the traditions”. The traditions were the things he told them, 
exhorted them to do in accordance with the Word of God. In other 
words “hold fast to the Word of God which ye have been taught”.  

Yes, we have to obey the law of the land, yet it must also be as 
Jesus taught: “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and 
to God, the things that are God’s”. Some of you have heard me 
say before that a good example of this was Daniel. Living in a 
heathen land amongst heathen people he still honoured the things 
of God in spite of that which he was constrained to do by the law 
of the Babylonians. What wisdom and grace he was given.

So we must pray for wisdom and grace to stand fast in the things 
which we have been taught. 

Finally this scripture: “Let us hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering”. Don’t fear man, fear God! Keep to the 
obedience of His word, “for He is faithful that promised”. God 
will help you and will grant you those blessings which He alone 
can give. 

“And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 
works”. To provoke unto love and to good works embraces  ‘Holy 
Matrimony’.

Holy Matrimony is the exercise of love and good works in the fear 
of God. 

It is the Excellent Institution. 

They who honour God, He will honour.

So, ‘Hold fast to Holy Matrimony’ and the Lord be with you to 
bless you each; for He has said “it shall be well with thee”.
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