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Introduction 

In this newsletter we provide further 

details of the forthcoming CViE 22nd 

National Event on Saturday, 22 

September 2018 at Reigate Parish 

Church Primary School, Reigate, Surrey 

RH2 7DB. We pray that the Lord will 

go before us in the final stages of 

organising this event and grant safe 

journeys and His presence on the day. 

We have enclosed with this 

newsletter, two copies of the current 

CViE National Event flyer; the 

intention is for one copy to act as a 

reminder and the other to be passed 

on to anyone who may be interested 

in the event. (Please could those who 

manage the chapel parcels distribute 

the flyers accordingly.) 

At the National Event, CViE will be 

promoting an initiative to encourage 

school-age children and young people 

to develop the reading habit. Details 

are provided, in this newsletter, of 

the thoughts behind this initiative 

and, in the fear of the Lord, what we 

hope to achieve. 

The title ‘Battlegrounds’ for the 
National Event was chosen to reflect 
the attacks on the rights of parents to 

educate their children, alongside the 
inroads being made to promote 
teaching that is contrary to the Word 
of God, for example, Sex and 

Relationships Education and, more 
recently, gender. We have included an 
account of the experience of two 
Christian parents faced with having to 

withdraw their four-year-old daughter 
from a relationships lesson at school. 
We hope this account will help others 
faced with similar situations and will 

reinforce the need to ‘be sober, be 
vigilant’. 

We have also included an edited copy 

of the post on the website about the 

launch of LovewiseOnline. This 

website has been developed to 

encourage young people to make 

God-honouring choices regarding 

relationships, marriage and sex. 

Details are given of the CViE South 
West Regional Event to be held, if the 
Lord will, on Saturday 10, November 

2018 in Devizes, Wiltshire. 
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National Event 2018 

We are pleased to inform you that 

arrangements for the National Event 

2018 are progressing and that Dr 

Peter Saunders (Chief Executive, 

Christian Medical Fellowship) and Alun 

Ebenezer (Headteacher, Fulham Boys 

School) have agreed to speak at the 

event on the subjects of ‘Transgender’ 

and ‘Being a Christian Witness in State 

Education’. In addition, the 

programme of activities for children 

and young people is being finalised. 

As in previous years, a creche will be 

available and refreshments, including 

fruit, will be provided during the day. 

Those staying for the whole event will 

need to bring a packed lunch. (Please 

note that the school is a nut - free 

zone.) There is limited car parking at 

the venue, although there is safe off-

street parking locally. Please allow 

sufficient time for parking. 

Further information can be obtained 

on the CViE website Events page and 

by clicking on the link to the 

Information Sheet that will be 

updated as the arrangements for the 

event are confirmed. See: 

https://www.cvie.org.uk/events 

Please pray that the Lord will go 

before us in making the arrangements 

for this event, and will help us to 

stand in the day which we live. 

Help Needed at the National Event 

We are grateful to the volunteers who 

have helped organise and staff the 

creche. This often means that they do 

not hear the speakers and 

therefore we would be pleased to hear 

from anyone with experience in this 

area who may be able to help share 

the duties for the creche on the day. If 

you can assist with this request, 

please let us know by emailing 

enquiries@cvie.org.uk or writing to 

the address below. 

Cultivating the Reading 

Habit 

In 1920, as part of his letters to 

young people, J K Popham wrote - 

“Cultivate the habit of reading while 

you are young. Later in life you may 

find less leisure for so delightful an 

occupation and recreation.” How true 

are these words almost 100 years 

since they were written, especially in 

the age in which we live where 

perhaps the opportunity to cultivate 

the habit of reading is being eroded 

by social media and the pressures of 

life. 

Reading is an essential skill in 

preparing us for our lives and CViE is 

keen to promote, in the fear of the 

Lord, this habit to help encourage 

children and young people up to 

school leaving age (18 years) in the 

reading of Christian literature. 

Consequently, at the National Event 

2018, CViE will be making available a 

voucher that can be used, by this age 

group, to select a book of their choice 

(up to the value of £8) from the 

bookstalls of Christian Bookshop 

Ossett and the Gospel Standard Trust 

Publications. Further details will be 

added to the Event Information Sheet 

(see above). 
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‘Be sober, be vigilant’ 

These words in 1 Peter 5: 8-9 that the 

apostle Peter was able to testify, in his 

own experience, to those scattered 

groups of the Lord’s people in the 

early church, are as relevant today as 

they were then. 

The following account highlights the 

importance of Christian parents being 

aware of what their children are 

being taught and, in the fear of the 

Lord, being prepared to stand for 

those Bible truths they believe in. 

The piece is based on a series of 

questions that were posed in response 

to email correspondence which 

included the following comment: °It is 

massively important that we stay 

aware and informed of what is going 

on around us. Over the past few 

months, we felt we had to withdraw 

our four year old from a relationships 

lesson where same sex relationships 

were going to be discussed. They try 

to normalise it from such a young 

age.” As result, the parents involved 

agreed to respond to a series of 

questions to help structure their 

thoughts in developing this article as 

follows: 

How did you become aware of what 

your young child was being taught in 

school? 

°The school decided to have an ‘SRE 

week’ after they had had an NSPCC 

week, to follow the theme through. A 

letter was put out to all the parents 

explaining this. I then emailed the 

deputy head asking to see the 

literature that was going to be taught 

to our three children, in years 6, 4 and 

reception. I met the years 6 & 4 

teachers who showed me the 

literature in the class one day after 

school, and the reception lesson plan 

was put in our daughter’s book bag 

for us to look at. 

The reception lesson was going to be 

about families and they were going to 

be read a book called ‘The Family 

Book’ by Todd Parr. When we 

googled this, we were shocked to 

find that at least one page referred 

to some families having two mums 

and some families having two dads.”  

How did you address this with the 

school and how did the school react? 

°I emailed the deputy head thanking 

her for her cooperation in the matter 

and explained that we would not like 

our daughter to be in the reception 

SRE lesson. I went on to explain that 

we were a Christian family and I sent 

her a link to the Lovewise website, 

explaining that we used their literature 

at home for our children and if they 

wanted any further information to get 

in touch. 

She replied very sympathetically, 

mainly apologising for the short notice 

we had had in reviewing their 

literature. But I was very touched as 

she also said that she personally uses 

the Lovewise literature with her 

children at home (I understand she is 

a Christian).” 

How did you handle this with your 

four year old to explain what was 

happening? 
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“We felt at the time that we wouldn’t 

say anything to our daughter. The 

layout of the classrooms is such that 

it is all very open plan and she would 

probably have been playing with 

other children from the next door 

class, unaware of what was being 

taught. We felt she wouldn’t be old 

enough to understand and she is only 

just starting to grasp the concept of 

death with family members who are 

no longer with us, without adding 

anything else to confuse her mind.” 

Any other thoughts? 

“Although this seemed a difficult time 

for us, we feel some good has come 

out of this with how the deputy head 

responded. We are still shocked that 

it was our daughter in reception that 

had to be removed rather than her 

older siblings. I nearly didn’t look at 

her literature, quite expecting it to be 

‘passable’! How we need to be on our 

watch, as it would appear that it is 

the younger children that were 

targeted with error on this occasion.”  

Christian Values in Education would 

be pleased to hear from anyone who 

has faced similar situations in school 

to help encourage others to take a 

stand (no matter how feeble they 

might feel to be). Any contributions 

will be anonymised. Please feel free 

to contact us using the email: 

enquiries@cvie.org.uk or at the 

address below. 

LovewiseOnline 

Lovewise has recently launched a 

website called LovewiseOnline and 

the homepage has three main 

sections: ‘Relationships’; ‘Sex’; and 

‘Living Wisely’. Each section contains 

posts, grouped under relevant topics, 

which are written in an honest and 

accessible way from a Biblical 

viewpoint. 

This is a venture of faith for Lovewise. 

Pray that the Lord will bless this new 

endeavour to help young people in 

these challenging times and get 

honour and glory to His great name. 

More details of LovewiseOnline can be 

found at: 

https://www.cvie.org.uk/Latest/May-

2018/Spotlight-on-Lovewiseonline-org 

South West Regional Event  

If the Lord will, CViE are planning a 

regional meeting with the subject 

‘Sex and Relationship Education: 

equipping children with the right 

Biblical perspective’, to be held on 

Saturday 10 November 2018 at 15:00 

at Maryport Street Baptist Chapel, 

Devizes, SN10 1AH. 

 
CViE Contact details: 

 
 
Christian Values in Education. P.O.Box 
273, Oakington, Cambridgeshire, CB24 
3FW 

Website: www.cvie.org.uk  

 
Email: enquiries@cvie.org.uk and 
admin@cvie.org.uk 
 
Registered charity number:  1076173 
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